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As a kid, you may have dreamed of one day living in a world with self-driving cars and 
self-cleaning robots. It’s the 21st century and we’re currently living in the world you 
may have previously thought was a fantasy.

With these technological advancements come many benefits, like ordering 
groceries, clothes, and furniture without leaving your house. Now, you can buy your 
next set of wheels right from your couch. To help you learn about online car buying, 
we’ve created this  How To Buy a Car Online eBook.

We’ve broken this eBook into the three different phases of online car buying to help 
you learn more: 

• Phase 1: Research
• Phase 2: Financing
• Phase 3: Buy

Ready to see how you can easily buy your next model online? Keep reading to  
learn more!

How To  
BUY A CAR ONLINE
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WHY BUY A CAR ONLINE?
Buying your next car online is a fast and easy way to get behind the wheel without ever leaving your 
home. It makes it possible to browse our showroom, then order the vehicle similar to how you make 
other online purchases.

HOW CAN YOU BUY ONLINE?
AcceleRide® is a ground-breaking way to purchase your vehicle from our dealership without ever 
visiting us. This platform makes it possible to buy your new car completely online. Simply browse our 
inventory, find the model that matches your needs, then click the “Build My Payment” button.

You’ll be asked to follow a few steps to complete your purchase. Some of the steps include adding 
your information, exploring payment options, and more. Then, you’ll finalize your purchase.

After completing those easy steps, all that’s left is to sit back and wait for your vehicle delivery.  
With our AcceleRide® program, we offer complimentary delivery for drivers within 100 miles of 
our dealership!

ONLINE CAR BUYING PHASE 1: RESEARCH

Before you can buy a vehicle online, you’ll need to see which model most closely matches your 
personality and driving needs. We make research easy thanks to our helpful reviews, comparisons, 
and online tools!
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FIND YOUR CAR: BROWSE OUR NEW CAR INVENTORY

The first step to buying a vehicle online is to browse our inventory. Here, all of our available new, used, 
and certified pre-owned vehicles are listed. What’s even better is that you can narrow down your 
search based on your specific needs.

Search by body style, drivetrain, MPG, and more to quickly find the model that’s right for you.

Some of the models you’ll find in our inventory include:

• Lexus RX
• Lexus NX
• Lexus UX
• Lexus ES

Getting an idea for our available models is the first step to buying online.
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BROWSE OUR USED INVENTORY

We also have a variety of used vehicles you can buy. These vehicles cover a range of body styles and 
manufacturers, so you’re sure to find the used car of your dreams.

Many of our used cars come with a complimentary CARFAX® Vehicle History Report™. That way, 
you can learn about the vehicle’s maintenance and ownership history.

CERTIFIED PRE-OWNED

Certified pre-owned is another buying option you have. These vehicles have previously been owned 
by another driver, but they’re in such good condition they could pass for new. Before a vehicle can be 
classified as certified pre-owned, though, it must undergo a series of tests and pass a comprehensive 
161-point inspection.

Once certified pre-owned, a vehicle comes with extra benefits, like a comprehensive warranty and 
Roadside Assistance to provide extra peace of mind.

READ VEHICLE REVIEWS

You can also find your perfect vehicle by reading our thorough vehicle reviews. These highlight 
some of the best features you’re sure to love about each model. Once you’ve learned more about a 
model you like, see how it compares to similar vehicles by reading our Lexus car comparisons.
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ONLINE CAR BUYING PHASE 2: FINANCING
Now that you’ve found a model or two you like, it’s time to learn about your financing options. 
Thankfully, we make it as easy as possible to learn about your unique needs with our online financing 
tools. Let’s take a closer look!

LEARN ABOUT YOUR FINANCING NEEDS: OUR ONLINE TOOLS

Buying a new vehicle is an investment. Ensure you’re getting the most out of your investment by 
creating a finance plan that complements your unique financing needs.

Whether you’re a first-time buyer or your financing needs have changed, you’ll need to learn about 
your financing options. That’s where our online tools come into play.

Online Financing Application

Get a jump-start on financing by filling out our online credit application. This secure form requires 
your basic information. Once you’ve completed it, this information gets sent to our team of  
expert financers.

After reviewing your information, they’ll contact you with your customized financing options.

What’s My Trade Worth?

Thinking of trading in your current vehicle when you buy? If so, then our trade-in tool is something 
you’ll want to check out. Just let us know the make, model, and year of your current ride.

Within three hours, we’ll contact you with our best trade-in offer.
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Payment Calculator

To learn what your monthly payments may look like, our Payment Calculator is just what you need. 
This form includes space for your down payment amount, trade-in estimation, and more. After 
adding the info, you’ll see an estimated monthly payment amount.

BUYING VS LEASING

You’ll also need to decide if buying or leasing is the right option for you. Both offer their benefits, so 
there’s no clear-cut better option.

With buying, you’ll own the vehicle at the end of your loan payments. You also won’t have any 
mileage restrictions to be mindful of as you do when you lease. The possible setback of buying is the 
upfront financial requirement because of the required down payment.

Leasing could mean lower monthly payments since your payments cover only the depreciation 
value of the vehicle instead of its total value. Leases also typically don’t require as much of a down 
payment—or any at all. The potential setback of leasing is that you can only drive the vehicle for a 
pre-set length of time and number of miles. 

Leases may also have an end-of-lease fee, known as a disposition fee. This fee is to clean the 
vehicle, perform any necessary repairs, and get it back on the market. Be sure to ask about any 
potential fees before you lease your new vehicle.
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FINANCIAL TERMS EVERYONE SHOULD KNOW:  

OUR FINANCIAL GLOSSARY

The world of financing is one that may be unfamiliar to you. Be sure to become familiar with the 
terms you’ll likely hear when you go to finance your vehicle. 

Capitalized Cost 

This is a term that anyone leasing a vehicle should know. Capitalized cost is the total amount 
financed. It’s the value of the vehicle minus extras—like trade-in value or capitalized cost reduction, 
the amount put down at the start of the lease.

Credit Score

Credit score is a 3-digit number that tells lenders how likely you are to pay your bills. Credit scores 
range from 300 to 850. The higher the number, the better your credit history. Your credit score 
may affect your auto financing, so it’s important to know your current credit standing and how you 
can raise it, if need be.

Down Payment

This is the amount a buyer puts toward the purchase at the start of a loan. This amount may help 
lower monthly payments. Experts suggest putting at least 20% of the vehicle’s value toward the 
down payment.
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ONLINE CAR BUYING PHASE 3: BUY YOUR NEW VEHICLE

Now that you’ve completed your automotive and financial research, it’s time to put it all together 
and purchase your new vehicle. To get started, simply select the vehicle you want to purchase.

The purchasing process includes adding your information, creating your custom financing plan, 
and more. In a matter of minutes, you may find yourself the proud new owner of your dream car!

ACCELERIDE®: HOW DOES IT WORK?

Purchasing online through our AcceleRide® program gives you the same freedom to create 
your custom financing plan that you’d have if you visited us in person. After selecting your dream 
vehicle, you can unlock upfront pricing.

This step will list potential lease and loan options so you can choose the one that most closely 
matches your financial plan. 
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AcceleRide® also gives you the ability to trade in your current vehicle. Just let us know about 
the vehicle you want to trade and we’ll provide a trade-in offer within three hours.

Once you’ve successfully purchased your new vehicle, we’ll just need a few signatures. You 
can either do that at our dealership or at your home—the choice is yours!

CHOOSE YOUR DELIVERY OPTION

If you want to buy your vehicle without ever leaving home, let us know where we can deliver it 
to you! We offer complimentary vehicle delivery up to 100 miles from our dealership.

If you prefer, you can visit our dealership to finalize the purchase and pick up your new ride 
there. Once again, the choice is yours.
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BUY YOUR NEW CAR ONLINE TODAY
Now that you’ve read through our How To Buy a Car Online eBook, you have the  
know-how to bring car buying into the 21st century. Start your search for your new vehicle by 
browsing our inventory, reading our reviews and comparisons, and exploring your financing 
options with our online tools.

When you’re ready, take advantage of our AcceleRide® program and buy your new car 
online today!


