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Buyer’s Guide to the 2020 Toyota RAV4

Given the popularity of the Toyota RAV4, we thought a thorough, insightful 
exploration of the model’s capabilities would come in handy. That’s why we’ve 
created this free eBook: Buyer’s Guide to the 2020 Toyota RAV4. 

Perhaps you’re familiar with the RAV4. In that case, our guide will inform you 
of the new features for the 2020 model year. Others may not know anything 
about this versatile SUV. In that case, our eBook will give you a complete 
rundown of this model’s capabilities!

PERFORMANCE OVERVIEW

There are a lot of aspects that go into performance. For a model like the 
Toyota RAV4 that attempts to cater its on-road ability to your lifestyle, 
performance becomes all about choosing the right setup for you!
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Toyota RAV4 Engine Options

To begin, you’ll have to choose the engine you want to power your SUV. 
Strength is a given when sticking with the base option, but drivers  
seeking exceptional fuel economy can rely on the hybrid offering without  
sacrificing power. 

That base motor is a 2.5L 4-cylinder engine able to generate 203 horsepower 
and 184 lb-ft of torque. When choosing this option, you’ll have the ability 
to select from unique driving modes. Each mode alters your SUV’s on-road 
dynamics, such as the swiftness of the transmission shifts or the responsiveness 
of the handling. The available modes are:  

 • SPORT
 • NORMAL
 • ECO

The alternative engine uses the same 2.5L 4-cylinder motor but pairs it to  
a multi-electric motor assist setup with power outputs of 118 horsepower  
and 149 lb-ft of torque. A Nickel-Metal Hydride traction battery also comes 
into play. With this arrangement, your combined system net horsepower 
measures 219.



4
3800 Lapalco Blvd., Harvey, LA 70058

504-341-3300 • bohntoyota.com

Buyer’s Guide to the 2020 Toyota RAV4

Fuel Economy Figures

As with many other Toyota models, the Toyota RAV4 does its best to provide 
you with an efficient experience behind the wheel. 

When using the non-hybrid version of the 2.5L engine, you’ll enjoy an  
EPA-estimated 27 city/35 highway MPG.*

If you opt for the hybrid version? In that case, your Toyota RAV4 will offer  
an EPA-estimated 41 city/38 highway MPG.*

There are plenty of other technologies and features in place to further 
improve the efficiency of your SUV. The Stop and Start Engine System is just 
one example. With this arrangement in place, your motor will turn off as you 
come to a complete stop. As long as you hold down the brake pedal, the engine 
will remain off. As soon as you release the pedal, the engine jumps to life and 
you’re ready to drive again!

The Toyota RAV4 qualifies as an Ultra Low Emission Vehicle when using the 
standard 2.5L engine and is bumped to a Super Ultra Low Emission Vehicle 
with the hybrid offering. 

Lastly, both the 8-speed Automatic Transmission and the Electronically 
Controlled Continuously Variable Transmission will prioritize efficiency when 
switching gears. 
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CLASSIC TOYOTA SAFETY TECHNOLOGY

Modern automotive safety is about much more than a full suite of airbags. 
While reactionary measures like airbags are important, Toyota utilizes a range 
of driver-assistance technology to protect you and your passengers while on 
the road. 

Driver-Assistance Equipment

The technology suite that Toyota implements into a lot of their sedans, SUVs, 
and trucks is called the Toyota Safety Sense™ 2.0 package. For the Toyota 
RAV4, this setup is standard. What features do you get with Toyota Safety 
Sense™ 2.0? Here’s the rundown: 

 • Pre-Collision System with Pedestrian Detection 
 • Lane Tracing Assist and Lane Departure Alert with Steering Assist 
 • Automatic High Beams
 • Full-Speed Range Dynamic Radar Cruise Control
 • Road Sign Assist
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While all these systems work together in a non-intrusive manner to help keep 
you safe, the Toyota RAV4 for 2020 also has helpful post-accident features. 
The following systems fall under the Safety Connect® package that also  
comes standard. 

With Safety Connect® in place, you’ll benefit from systems like Emergency 
Assistance, Stolen Vehicle Locator, Roadside Assistance, and Automatic 
Collision Notification. Essentially, if you’ve been involved in any type of 
accident, Safety Connect® will alert the authorities and send aid to  
your location!

Airbags and Other Safety Equipment

Certainly, driver-assistance technology is an appreciated force behind the 
safety of the Toyota RAV4. However, it’s not the only force. Another suite of 
safety features that comes standard and works to enhance driver assistance is 
the Star Safety System®. 
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The Star Safety System™ utilizes subtle technologies and features to 
improve traction, grip, and braking power when you’re driving. The features 
included are Enhanced Vehicle Stability Control, Traction Control, Anti-lock 
Brake System, Electronic Brake-force Distribution, Brake Assist, and the 
aforementioned Smart Stop Technology®.
 
Finally, we arrive at the classic airbags. There are eight airbags in total, 
strategically placed within the cabin. These include a driver and front 
passenger Advanced Airbag System: driver and front passenger seat-mounted 
side airbags, driver knee airbag, front passenger seat-cushion airbag—plus 
front and rear side curtain airbags. 
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INTERIOR SPACE OF THE 2020 TOYOTA RAV4

Accommodating and flexible are likely the two most accurate adjectives to 
describe the cabin of the 2020 Toyota RAV4. Whether you’re looking for a 
little extra legroom in the second row or trying to store another set of golf 
clubs in the trunk, this SUV is happy to make room!

Passenger Space

The Toyota RAV4 is a midsize SUV and offers seating for five passengers 
within its 98.9 cubic feet of total passenger volume. 

The headroom is generous thanks to a high roof, resulting in 37.7 inches of 
headroom in the first row and 39.5 inches in the rear. For horizontal space, you 
have two proportions to consider:  hip room and shoulder room. Here’s how 
each of those dimensions checks in: 

• 54.3 inches of front hip room 
• 47.7 inches of rear hip room
• 57.8 inches of front shoulder room 
• 56.4 inches of rear shoulder room 
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Finally, we arrive at the legroom measurements that can often be a dealbreaker 
if you’re regularly shuttling children or are part of a commuter carpool. For the 
first row, the legroom measures 41 inches and for the second row, that figure is 
37.8 inches. 

Cargo Volume for the 2020 Toyota RAV4

If you have the second row in use, the Toyota RAV4 still offers abundant 
cargo space—to the tune of 37.6 cubic feet. That means road trips are far more 
manageable as this model can support both people and their belongings. 

If you’re trying to maximize cargo capacity, you can fold that second row flat. 
When you do, your Toyota RAV4 will be able to hold 69.8 cubic feet of 
total cargo!
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OFF-ROAD READINESS

The rugged and adventurous appearance of the Toyota RAV4 isn’t just 
for show. Thanks to a host of drivetrain options, a wealth of off-roading 
technology, and favorable proportions, your SUV will be able to track over  
dirt and rocks with ease. 

Suspension and Drivetrain 

The Toyota RAV4 TRD Off-Road is the trim level you’ll want when looking for 
the most off-roading ability this SUV provides. 

With it, your model will have a retuned suspension that benefits from 
enhanced rebound control and red coil springs that improve driving quality 
over rough terrain. 

From there, you’ll want to ensure your SUV features the Dynamic Torque 
Vectoring AWD with Rear Driveline Disconnect. The long-named system 
enhances responsiveness and stability by sending up to 50% of the power to  
the rear wheels, then distributing the rest to whichever wheel could use a 
boost at the time. 

So you don’t expend too much fuel, the Rear Driveline Disconnect aspect of  
the system will cut off any power being sent to the rear wheels when you don’t 
need it. 
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Off-Road Technology and Ground Clearance 

The combination of savvy off-roading equipment and a naturally high ground 
clearance make the Toyota RAV4 a formidable companion. 

The technology centers around a Multi-terrain Select system that gives you the 
ability to choose among different driving modes. These selectable modes include:  

 • MUD & SAND
 • ROCK & DIRT
 • SNOW
 • NORMAL 

The Toyota RAV4 has a naturally high ground clearance, too. In the TRD  
Off-Road trim level, your SUV provides 8.6 inches of clearance!
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A WEALTH OF IN-CABIN INFOTAINMENT 
TECHNOLOGY

Finally, we arrive at the in-cabin technology—another key aspect of the Toyota 
RAV4 that appeals to all types of drivers. 

Integration Setup and Sound Systems

Podcasts, playlists, phone calls, and many other applications on your 
smartphone can be accessed directly on the available 8-inch touch-screen in 
the 2020 Toyota RAV4. 

Apple CarPlay® and Android Auto™ are the integration systems you’ll use to 
link your phone and vehicle. The setup process is simple and, once completed, 
you can play a podcast or turn on some tunes using the hands-free phone 
capability and music streaming via Bluetooth®. 

No matter what you play, the audio quality will be razor sharp as the model 
sports an optional 11-speaker JBL® audio system that also includes a 
subwoofer and amplifier. 
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Neat In-Cabin Technology Features

After making sure your core touch-screen interface is sharp and responsive, 
Toyota then loaded up the RAV4 with all kinds of appreciated features.
 
A terrific example is the optional Qi-compatible wireless device-charging station. 
Simply set your phone on the pad and it will begin to charge. You can gauge the 
progress of your battery by keeping an eye on the indicator light.

The Toyota RAV4 is also compatible with Amazon Alexa and sports five USB 
charging ports within the cabin.
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DISCOVER THE 2020 TOYOTA RAV4 FOR 
YOURSELF!

When you take everything into account—from performance and space to 
safety and infotainment—the 2020 Toyota RAV4 is a superb choice for  
many drivers. 

We hope our Buyer’s Guide to the 2020 Toyota RAV4 eBook gave you a better 
understanding of this model. The best way to ensure it’s right for you is with 
a test drive. Contact your local Toyota dealer today to experience the 2020 
Toyota RAV4 for yourself!

* 2020 RAV4 EPA-estimated 27 city/35 hwy/30 combined MPG for LE FWD and Limited FWD; 27 city/34 
hwy/30 combined MPG for LE AWD; 28 city/35 hwy/30 combined MPG for XLE FWD and XLW Premium FWD; 
27 city/33 hwy/29 combined MPG for XLE AWD and XLE Premium AWD; 25 city/33 hwy/28 combined MPG for 
Adventure; 25 city/32 hwy/27 combined MPG for TRD Off-Road; 25 city/33 hwy/28 combined MPG for Limited 
AWD; and 41 city/38 hwy/40 combined MPG for LE Hybrid, XLE Hybrid, XSE Hybrid and Limited Hybrid. Actual 
mileage will vary.


